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mittee have determined to report in favor of a system of canals, and appointed a sub-committee to prepare the report."
" I am now [January joth] sixty years of age, and yet (foolishly, I think) engaged in active life."
From Washington Morris went immediately to Albany, to push the business of the canal. While there he prepared another report, viz., " On Stevens's project for a railway." In April he was urged to become a candidate for member of Congress, but this he declined.
"When your letter reached me,". Morris wrote from Morrisania to his friend Mr. Parish, April.8th, "I had, as the French expression runs, one foot in the stirrup for Washington, whither I went one of two deputies from the board of which I am president. At Washington I staid long, to no valuable purpose and to my great annoyance ; then, after reaching home, set off for Albany. Here, however, I am, and enjoy from my window the exhilarating view of approaching spring. Oh, my friend, had we also a renewed spring of life, how cheerfully should I take up those public cares which I now decline, and will persist in declining, unless compelled by circumstances which must ever control us when we cannot control them. I learned yesterday, in a visit to New York, which business obliged me to make, that although our President disavows hostility against East Florida, his general is pursuing steadily the conquest of it, and will, it is thought, be soon in collision with British troops on their way to protect it. This perfidy seems too audacious for the character of the man. His resort to an embargo, and other things, strengthen the idea, not lightly formed, that his blustering was merely calculated to gull the wilder part of his adherents, so as to secure his re-election. I persist in believing he will not hazard war, but must at the same time confess the doubtcom-
